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Flora and Fauna:
Wendy Edwards,

Haidi Johnson, Ben Snead
AR O+ T Gallery, 50 Harrison Ave.
\Sremph Jane 23, 81 T425 1677,
ohigalleny.com

croaking &nd birds singing in “Flo-
i ind Faupa,” a group show at
(H+T Gallery that seems at onoe
tidy and overgrown. The installs-
tion is spare; the paintings bursy
with nature’s threat (and some-
times culture's, toa). Heidi John-
som jam-packs her palntings with
references Lo hath. “Currler,
Stubbs, Avdubon® has brilliant
tropheal figh (courtesy of 18th-con-
tury illustrator George Stubbs)
and delicately patterned hirds
{Andubon) flling the foreground,
wihile a snowy scene from Currier
and [ves makes a romantic back-
grownd, with a VW Beetle thrown
in to bring us up to the 215 centu-
rv. [t's a hodgepodge that feels at
onee fistive and foreboding.

Ben Snad's paintings are more
orderty, but still tinged with fear.
In “Polson Connection”™ he makes
a simple pattern out of several
brightly colored polsonous frogs.
Agninst o yellow ground, they
mmake up & kind of mandala or b
sign. Abstract painter Wendy Ed-
wards drizzles skeins of paint,
making floating nets. In “Wake
Upy™ she wses shades of blue on of-
ange, with happy daisy shapes ap-
pearing n gaps. 1t sweet, bat not
as complex or engaging as her oth-
ef plece here, “Pocket.” in which
she layers the nets — but “Pocket”
disesm’t readly fit the natune thenme.




