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John Obuck:s Hew Palntings
Ar: OH+T Gallery, 450 Harrison Ave, through Des, 16, 817-423- 1677, obgallsreeom

Making mischief

Modernism's emphasis has always
een “what you see is what you get,” bat
painter John Obuack wittily subverts that
creed in his show st OH+T Gallery. He's
like a Intter-dny Mondrian, deploying flat
bk, spare shapes, and the grid, but his
grid is painted with bevels, so it looks like
a window; & realis) sprite 8 making mis-
chief In & modemist workd,

You may think, for & moment, you're
looking through a windosa, but Obuck re-
burns us swiftly o modern art, specfically
niec-gee, by cutting shapes out of the e
vas_ In "Red Right Angle,” the middle row
of squares seeme 0 shift 1o the left, as if
on sliders, leaving a hobe in the center of
the canvas where he has positioned a
hright yellow oval painted with a red, L-
shaped grid. It sits against a black oval,
leoming like a dark moon through the en-
time grid. A smaller, gray-striped canvas
perchies on top, sneaking to one side.

Dbuck’s sharp paintings e the viewer
wavering perilously bebwoen the flhesion
of depth, suggested by the windows, and
the definntly flat geometry he carves out
within the windowpanes.




